
An Introduction to 

Iranian Philately 

A Short Walk Through History 

By 

Mehrdad Sadri 

Persi@persi.com 

 



The Persian Empire 

490 B.C 



The Couriers of the Persian Empire 

Neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, 

nor gloom of night stays these 

couriers from swift completion 

of their appointed rounds. 



Fath-Ali Shah Qajar 

1796- 1834 



5 September 1825 – Possibly the Earliest Known Cover from Iran 

 

 Folded letter envelope from Kazvin to Edinburgh, Scotland  



Mohammad Shah Qajar 

1834 - 1848 



1st October 1836 – Folded letter from Rev. Justin Perkins in Oormiah addressed to Rev. 

Thomas Edward Vermilye in Albany, New York with 12½ Boston ship letter rate mark & 

NEW YORK MAR 14 (1837) receiving postmark 

Mr. Joe Youssefi Collection 



Mr. Joe Youssefi Collection 

22 April 1845 – Folded letter with disinfection slits from Rev. Justin Perkins in Oroomiah 

(Orumiah) mission addressed to Rev. Thomas Edward Vermilye in New York City via Boston and 

redirected to Fairfield, Connecticut, with BOSTON AUG -- red receiving postmark with SHIP 

red handstamp alongside as well as NEW YORK – SEP 5 cts. red postmark. 

 



Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

17 September 1848 – 1 May 1896 



 

 9 March 1858 – Cover from Shiraz to India 



Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

Personal Seal 

Legation 

Of Imperial Majesty the Shah of Persia 

At Vienna 



1865 – Recumbent Lion  

By A. Martin Riester 



1865 – Recumbent Lion  

By A. Martin Riester 



Gold Lion Labels 

Large Format 



Gold Lion Labels 

Large Format 



Gold Lion Labels 

Medium Format 



Lion Labels 

Small Format 



Large Hermes Head & Cérès Stamps in 

Comparison 

With Lion Stamps 

 

c.1849 France 

 Cérès 

c.1860-61 Greece 

Large Hermes Head 
c.1867 Iran 

Lion & Sun 

Albert Désiré Barre (1818-1878) 
Jean-Jacques Barre (1793-1855) 

Each cliché measures 18 mm by 22 mm with diameter of the internal circle about 16 mm 



Essays by Albert Barre  

One Shahi 



Essays by Albert Barre  



First Stamp of Iran – 2 Shahis green 



Baqeri Stamp Barre Essay  Intermediate Stamp 



Identical characteristics of three stamps 



1870 Baqeri Issue 

Two Shahis One Shahi Four Shahis Eight Shahis 



20 April 1872 – Cover used locally with a 2 Shahi Stamp 

No Canceller Was Available 

Baqeri Issue Covers 



Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

27th July 1873 on an official visit to Europe,  

Emperor Franz Joseph I, agreed to send advisors  to 

Iran for reorganization of military & governmental 

administrations. 

One of these advisors was Herr Gustav Riederer, 

Ritter von Dachsburg. 



Herr Gustav Riederer 

Ritter von Dachsberg 

Herr Gustav Riederer arrived in Teheran on 24th February 1875 

and by 1876 he was appointed as the Postmaster Genera 



c.1875 Rouletted Issue Prepared by the Order of 

Herr Gustav Riederer 



A B C D 

c.1875 Rouletted Issue Prepared by the Order of 

Herr Gustav Riederer 

Clichés Classification of c.1875 Rouletted Issue and other Lion Issues prior to c.1878 



One Shahi Rouletted 

c.1875 Rouletted Issue Prepared by the Order of 

Herr Gustav Riederer 

One Shahi Imperforate 



c.1875 Rouletted Issue Prepared by the Order of 

Herr Gustav Riederer 

One (Kran = 20 Shahis) Yellow 

Only 500 stamps were printed 

Not Issued 



3 June 1876 

Cover from Teheran to Tabriz 

Franked with 

Kardi (Rouletted) Stamps 

c.1875 Rouletted Issue Prepared by the Order of 

Herr Gustav Riederer 



July 1876 - Vertical Sheet Issue 
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1876 Vertical Sheet Issue 

Two Shahis Black 

July 1876 - Vertical Sheet Issue 



c.1876 Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

First Portrait Issue 

1 (Shahi), 2 (Shahis), & 10 (Shahis) 250,000 of each printed & 

1,000,000 of 5 (Shahis) 



c.1876 Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

First Portrait Issue 

29 March 1880 - Petition Cover from Teheran to Kerman Addressed to the Lieutenant Governor of Kerman 

- Franked with 10 (Shahis) tied by TEHERAN 29/3 Postmark 



c.1876 Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

First Portrait Issue 



c.1876 Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

First Portrait Issue 



One Shahi 

c.1876 Blocks of Four Issue 

Two Shahis Four Shahis 

One Kran Four Krans 



c.1876 Blocks of Four Issue 

31 May 1877 – Parcel Post receipt from Teheran to Boushir (Bushire) franked with One 

Kran (pair) types A-C & 5 (Shahis) perf. 13 tied by TEHERAN 31/5 postmarks. 



Iran UPU Membership 

Iran became a member of the Universal Postal Union on September 1st, 1877. It was 

obligatory for the mail abroad to be franked additionally with 8 Kopek Russian stamps. 

The Russian stamps were being added at the Russian postal exchange office in Djulfa.  

December 1st, 1876 - Cover from Tabriz to London via Tiflis franked with One Shahi gray black type B & 

Four Shahis type D (blocks of 4 issues) tied by TABRIZ 1/12 postmark and additionally franked with an 

Eight Kop. Russian stamp tied by Djulfa postmark with LONDON 22 DE 76 receiving postmark alongside.  

(Mr. Joseph Hackmey’s Collection) 



Iran UPU Membership 

1878 June 1st Universal Postal Union Protocol Paris Convention 

 

The final protocol adopted by 

the Universal Postal Union 

convention in Paris on June 1st, 

1878, confirms the membership 

of Iran in the Union 

 

During the 2nd congress the 

color coding of postage stamps 

& International Parcel Post 

service proposed by Germany 



c.1885 – Presentation Panel 

To 

3rd UPU Congress 

In Lisbon, Portugal 



c.1877 Teheran Official Re-prints 



c.1878-79 Re-engraved Issues 

One Kran Carmine One Kran Red / Yellow Paper 

One Toman Red Bronze 



1878 Re-engraved Issue  

One Kran Bronze Red on White Paper 

The Only Known Example 

c.1878-79 Re-engraved Issues 



One Kran Red on Yellow Paper  

Complete Sheet 

Settings BD/CA & DB/CA (Tête-Bêche Pairs) 



Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

Four (Krans) Re-Engraved 

c.1878-79 Re-engraved Issues 



One Setting AD/CB 

c.1878-79 Re-engraved Issues 



c.1879-80 Nassereddin Shah Qajar Second Portrait Issue 



c.1879-80 Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

Second Portrait Issue 



5 August 1881 – Cover from Hamadan to 

Teheran 

Franked with One (Kran) 

 

c.1879-80 Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

Second Portrait Issue 



c.1879-80 Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

Second Portrait Issue 



c.1879 Five (Shahis) Envelope Stamp 

 



c.1881 – Lithographed Issue 

Printed by the Austrian Imperial Printing Works of Vienna 



Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

Plate Proofs 

c.1881 – Lithographed Issue 



Nassereddin Shah Qajar 

c.1881 – Lithographed Issue 

 



1881 (September) Recessed Issue 

Printed by the Austrian Imperial Printing Works of Vienna 



Comparison of Lithographed & Recessed Issues 

Printed by the Austrian Imperial Printing Works of Vienna 



One Toman (10 Francs) 

c.1882 (January) Recessed Issue 



Different Essays & Proofs 

c.1882 (January) Recessed Issue 



One Toman (10Fr) Plate Proof 

c.1882 (January) Recessed Issue 



5 Shahi (5ch) Lithographed & Typographed 

88 Rays – 124 Rays 

c.1885-86 Vienna Typographed Issue 



c.1885-86 Vienna Typographed Issue 



1889 -1891 Issues 

c.1889 Parcel Post Receipt c.1891 Parcel Post Receipt 



1894 (September) Typographed Issue 

Cover & Parcel Post Receipt 



1896 City of Tabriz Local Issue 



Use of Registration Label as One Shahi Stamp 



Use of Registration Label as One Shahi Stamp 



Mozaffareddin Shah Qajar 

1896 - 1907 



Mozaffareddin Shah Qajar 

Various stamps issued during the reign of Mozaffareddin Shah Qajar 

 



CHAHIS & KRANS TYPESET 

c.1902-03 Teheran Typeset Issues 

50 KRANS 5 Chahis 



c.1902-03 Teheran Typeset Issues 



20 December 1903 - Registered Insured Cover 

Unique cover franked with 10 KRANS & 

5 KRANS on 5 KRANS stamps 

c.1902-03 Teheran Typeset Issues 



Parcel Post Receipt with 5 KRANS on 5 KRANS 

c.1902-03 Teheran Typeset Issues 



Chahis & Krans Typeset 

c.1902-03 Teheran Typeset Issues 

2 Chahis 50 Krans 



c.1902-03 Teheran Typeset Issues 

100 Tomans 



1902 Meched Postmaster Provisional Issue 

Victor Castaigne 



Location of Meched on the Map of Iran  

1902 Meched Postmaster Provisional Issue 



15 March 1902 – Reverse of a cover to England franked with 1CH., 2CH., & two 

5CH. Tied by MECHED 15/3 (reversed & transposed date) postmarks. 

The only known piece with four stamps. 

1902 Meched Postmaster Provisional Issue 



One Kran Red - Unused 

1902 Meched Postmaster Provisional Issue 



12 April 1902 

Registered cover to England 

Franked with 

One Kran Red 

& 

A Pair of Two Shahis 

Tied by 

MECHED 12/4 (Inverted Date) Postmarks 

1902 Meched Postmaster Provisional Issue 



1902 (December) Mozaffareddin Shah Qajar Issue 

Unissued Toman Essay 



1902 (December) Mozaffareddin Shah Qajar Issue 

Issued Kran Essay 



1902 (December) Mozaffareddin Shah Qajar Issue 

Bar’nameh or Acknowledgement of Deliverance 



1903-04 Re-valued Issues 



1905-06 Internal Mail Issues 



1906 Teheran Typeset Provisional Issue 



8 January 1907 – 16 July 1909 

Mohammad-Ali Shah Qajar 



Mohammad-Ali Shah Qajar 

4 Krans Yellow 20 Krans Gray Black 



Mohammad-Ali Shah Qajar 



1909 (Dec) Printed Matters Postal Tax Issue 

Mohammad-Ali Shah Qajar 



21 December 1909 

12 Shahis (Inland Double Letter Rate)  

Cover from Teheran to Ispahan 

 

Mohammad-Ali Shah Qajar 



1907-09 Printed Matters Postal tax Issue 

Wrapper from Egypt with Added 2Ch Stamp 



1907-09 Printed Matters Postal tax Issue 

Use of Registration Label as One Shahi Stamp 



c.1908 Lar Rebellion Issues 

Seyyed Abdul Hossein Mojtahed 

Location of Lar on the Map of Iran 

Lar, the Capital of the Province of Laristan, is located 180 miles south east of Shiraz and 127 miles 

north west of Bandar Abbas with the population of about 8000 in 1909. Lar used to be an 

important trade center and caravans resting place. 



c.1908 Lar Rebellion Issues 

Seyyed Abdul Hossein Mojtahed 

Unique Four Color Franking 

2 Shahis & 3 Shahis Violet, 9 Shahis Pink, & 1 Kran Red 



c.1908 Lar Rebellion Issues 

Seyyed Abdul Hossein Mojtahed 

5 March 1909 

Cover to Bandar Abbas 

Franked with 6 Shahis Violet 



Mohammad-Ali Shah Qajar 

16 July 1909 – 31 October 1925 



1909 Coat of Arms Provisional Issue 

Black Die Proof 

Color Die Proof 



1909 Coat of Arms Provisional Issue 

One Shahi Unsealed Local Letter Rate 

Cover from Ispahan to Switzerland  



C.1911-22 

Ahmad Shah Qajar Small Portrait Issues 

Inverted Center 

Short Vignette Tall Vignette 



C.1911-22 

Ahmad Shah Qajar Small Portrait Issues 

Color Die Proof 

Various Color Proofs 

Black Die Proof 



c.1912 “Az Sari” Rebellion Issue 

Ayatollah Haeri 



Map of North West of Iran 



1912 Senneh Rebellion Issue 

(Salar-al-Dowleh Rebellion) 

Al-Sultan Mohammad Ali Shah Qajar 



1912 Senneh Rebellion Issue 

(Salar-al-Dowleh Rebellion) 

Two Types of Rejection Cachets Applied on Letters Sent from Senneh  



Cover with one of the only two known 10ch stamp 

1912 Senneh Rebellion Issue 

(Salar-al-Dowleh Rebellion) 



14 April 1912 - Registered Cover with Acknowledgement of Receipt  

(Avis de Reception) 

(Mr. Joe Youssefi Collection) 

1912 Senneh Rebellion Issue 

(Salar-al-Dowleh Rebellion) 



1912 Senneh Rebellion Issue 

(Salar-al-Dowleh Rebellion) 

Receipt of the Registered Cover Shown in Previous Slide 

       (Mr. Joe Youssefi Collection) 

14 April 1912  



1915 Ahmad Shah Coronation Issue 



1915 Ahmad Shah Coronation Issue 

Black Die Proofs 



1915 Ahmad Shah Coronation Issue 

c.1910 Saatdjian Essays 



1915 Ahmad Shah Coronation Issue 

c.1915 Enschedé Kings & Monuments 



1915 Ahmad Shah Coronation Issue 

Errors & Varieties 

2Ch sheetlet vignette printed both sides & 

double printed frame on one side 

Inverted Center Varieties 



1915 Ahmad Shah Coronation Issue 

One Kran stamp used on a registered cover 

2Ch Local Letter Rate 

5Ch Postcard Rate Abroad 



Map of South & South West of Iran 



1915 (16 August – 16 October) 

Bushire Under British Occupation 

Setting 1b 

BOUCHIR (DEPART) 

 16 VIII 15  

First Day of Issue Postmarks 



1915 (16 August – 16 October) 

Bushire Under British Occupation 

2 Kran with opt 

Only 189 copies were overprinted 



1915 (16 August – 16 October) 

Bushire Under British Occupation 

5Ch Postal Card to London 

Cpt. William Ethelbert James Correspondence 



1915 (16 August – 16 October) 

Bushire Under British Occupation 

11 October 1915 Registered cover to Karachi 

Cpt. William Ethelbert James Correspondence 



Indian Post Offices in Iran 

4 September 1916 Cover from BUSHIRE to Bombay 



1915-16 Kazeroun National Resistance Issue 

Inspected at Kazeroun 

Nation of Kazeroun Handstamps 

Censored in Shiraz 



1917 Kermanshah Provisional Issue 



1920 Post of the Soviet Republic of Iran 

Handstamp created by Separatist Rebels in Gilan 

Mirza Kuchik Khan Jangali 



1920 Post of the Soviet Republic of Iran 

Handstamp created by Separatist Rebels in Gilan 



1920-21 Post of the Soviet Republic of Iran 

Handstamp created by Separatist Rebels in Gilan 

3Ch 6Ch 9Ch 

12Ch 24Ch 
1 July 1921 Censored cover franked with a pair of 

Nine Shahis  tied by RECHT 1-VII.21 postmark 



1920-22 Iranian Consular Post Office at Baku 



1921 Coup d’État Issue 



1921 Coup d’État Issue 



1924 Ahmad Shah Qajar 

Large Portrait Issue 



Pahlavi Provisional Government 

31 October 1925 – 25 December 1925 

 

2 November 1925 Cover franked with the complete set tied by Iran National Consultative 

Assembly Post Office postmarks dated 11 Aban 1304 (2 Nov. 1925) Persian calendar. 



Pahlavi Provisional Government 

31 October 1925 – 25 December 1925 

 



21 December 1925 – Special Military Flight from 

Teheran to Lyon, France 

Pahlavi Provisional Government 

31 October 1925 – 25 December 1925 

 



H.I.M. Reza Shah Pahlavi 

(Reza Shah the Great) 

15 December 1925 – 16 September 1941 



Up to March 21 1926 (1 Farvardin 1305) the stamps of Ahmad Shah Qajar 

were permitted to be used but after that date they were being defaced. 

Obliterated Stamps 



Occasionally the stamps of some covers were not obliterated by ignorance. 

Obliterated Stamps 



1925 RÉGNE de PAHLAVI 

Issue 

Genuine 

Fake Overprints 



1925 RÉGNE de PAHLAVI 

Issue 



1926 Règne de Pahlavi 

Issue 

The Only Two Denomination with 

Inverted Overprints 



1926 Règne de Pahlavi 

Issue 

19 march 1926 Cover from Teheran to Bandar Pahlavi 

Franked with rare thin paper varieties perforated 12½ x 12 



c.1926-27 Reza Shah Pahlavi 

First Portrait Issue 

Retouched Issue First Issue 



8 February 1927 

First Aerial Post Issue 

Fake Cover with Fake Stamps 

9 April 1931 - Cover with complete set 

from Teheran to Bouchir (Bushire) 



c.1928 Un-adopted Hand-Drawn & Painted Essays 

for Aerial Post 



22 February 1935 

14th Anniversary of Progress in Iran 



22 February 1935 

14th Anniversary of Progress in Iran 



H.I.M. Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi 

16 September 1941 – 27 July 1980 

 



c.1949 – Iran’s Contribution Toward the Victory 

of Allied Nations in World War II 



c.1949 – Iran’s Contribution Toward the Victory 

of Allied Nations in World War II 



26 October 1950 - 35th Birth Anniversary of  

H.I.M. Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi  



26 October 1950 - 35th Birth Anniversary of  

H.I.M. Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi  



26 October 1950 - 35th Birth Anniversary of  

H.I.M. Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi  



26 October 1950 - 35th Birth Anniversary of  

H.I.M. Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi  

Hand Drawn Essay 



30 April 1952 - 770th Birth Anniversary of Sa’adi of 

Shiraz, the great Persian Poet & Philosopher 

Unissued Set 

Issued Set with Rare MARVDASHT Sugar Factory Post Office Postmark  



Metered Mail 

Proofs 


